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CONCEPT ON THE LIST OF ISSUES TO GUIDE PREPARATION OF A PROTOCOL ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN AFRICA
Lawrence Mute

Revised Draft as of 3 May 2012
Section I: Introduction

The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (the African Commission), at its 45th session in May2009, transformed the Focal Point on the Rights of Older Persons in Africa into the Working Group on the Rights of Older Persons and Persons with Disabilities in Africa (the Working Group. The Working Group had the following five substantive terms of reference:

· To hold comprehensive brainstorming sessions to articulate the rights of older persons and people with disabilities;

· To draft a concept paper for consideration by the African Commission that would serve as a basis for the adoption of the Draft protocol on Ageing and People with Disabilities;

· To facilitate and expedite comparative research on the various aspects of human rights of older persons and people with disabilities on the continent, including their socioeconomic rights;

· To collect data on older persons and people with disabilities to ensure proper mainstreaming of their rights in the policies and development of member states; and

· To identify good practices to be replicated in member states.
In April and May 2011, a grouping of disabled peoples’ organisations, academics, national human rights institutions (NHRIs), Sightsavers, Open Society Institute of Southern Africa (OSISA) and other alliance partners successfully lobbied the 49th Session of the African Commission to reconstitute the Working Group. This grouping had contended that while the Working Group was undertaking its work, no adequate consultation with or participation by the disability movement in Africa had taken place. No concept paper as required by the terms of reference had been prepared.
 The African Commission at its 49th session therefore appointed three other experts to join the Working Group.

On 24 and 25 October, 2011, a meeting of the Working Group which took place in Banjul, THE Gambia, alongside the meeting of the 50th session of the African Commission, resolved to proceed to prepare a Protocol on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa (the Disability Protocol). That Protocol would be prepared in the following terms:

· It would provide African Union (AU) agencies and African States with continent-specific legislation for purposes of profiling and leveraging protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities in Africa. This would be in line with the approach taken for other group specific interventions - Women: Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (the Maputo Protocol); Children: African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (Children’s Charter); and Youth: African Youth Charter (Youth Charter). 

· Noting that as of that date 26 African States had ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), the proposed Disability Protocol would ensure in the minimum that its provisions would not undermine the essence of the CRPD. The Protocol therefore would aim to legislate the same or a higher standard than that in the CRPD.

· The Disability Protocol would be extensive in its coverage of Africa-specific issues which would be identified as such in the drafting process.

· A technical paper would be prepared to guide drafting of the Protocol in terms of content.

· The Draft Protocol would be discussed in workshops in the AU’s five regions.

· A finalised draft would be presented to the African Commission in October 2012 for approval and onward transmission to the AU.

· A sub-committee of the Working Group would lead this process.

This concept paper has been prepared by the Working Group in response to the term of reference requiring a paper to serve as a basis for preparing the Disability Protocol. The paper does three things. First, using the CRPD as its underlying minimum standard setter, it lists and analyses continental instruments to the extent they establish norms for ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities in Africa. It shows that by and large African human rights instruments fall short of the minimum standards established by the CRPD; yet, significant provisions may still be tailored into a new disability rights instrument from existing African instruments. Second, the paper begins to identify the concerns which African states had as they participated in negotiating the CRPD. This exercise is useful as a basis for assessing the extent to which Africa’s concerns were actually incorporated into the CRPD, and thereby isolating further norms for ensuring the rights of Africa’s disabled population which should be included in an Africa-specific disability instrument. Finally, the paper begins to identify the list of issues and themes which should be included in the Disability Protocol.

Section II: Standards Established by Continental Human Rights Norms
The rights of persons with disabilities have been recognised in Africa’s seminal human rights instrument, the 1981 African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights
 (African Charter), at the generic and specific levels. This recognition is also present in Africa’s other key human rights instruments.

Provisions of General Application
The provisions in Africa’s human rights instruments, to the extent they apply to individuals, do ensure protection of persons with disabilities. Of particular note in this regard are provisions which legislate for equality and non-discrimination, as illustrated below:
Article 2 of the African Charter provides that:

‘Every individual shall be entitled to the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed in the present Charter without distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or any other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status.’

Article 2 of the 1990 Children’s Charter provides that:

‘Every child shall be entitled to the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognised and guaranteed in this Charter irrespective of the child's or his/her parents' or legal guardians' race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status.’

Article 2 of the 2006 Youth Charter provides that:
1. Every young person shall be entitled to the enjoyments of the rights and freedoms recognised and guaranteed in this Charter irrespective of their race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national and social origin; fortune, birth or other status.
2. State Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that youth are protected against all forms of discrimination on the basis of status, activities, expressed opinions or beliefs. 
3. State Parties shall recognize the rights of Young people from ethnic, religious, and linguistic marginalized groups or youth of indigenous origin, to enjoy their own culture, freely practice their own religion or to use their own language in community with other members of their group.’

Specific Legislation for Persons with Disabilities

More specific provisions expressly covering persons with disabilities have been framed in some continental human rights instruments, as illustrated below:
Article 18 (4) of the African Charter provides that: 

The aged and the disabled have the right to special measures of protection in keeping with their physical or moral needs.

Article 13 of the Children’s Charter provides that:

1. Every child who is mentally or physically disabled shall have the right to special measures of protection in keeping with his physical and moral needs and under conditions which ensure his dignity, promote his self-reliance and active participation in the community.
2. States Parties to the present Charter shall ensure, subject to available resources, to a disabled child and to those responsible for his care, of assistance for which application is made and which is appropriate to the child's condition and in particular shall ensure that the disabled child has effective access to training, preparation for employment and recreation opportunities in a manner conducive to the child achieving the fullest possible social integration, individual development and his cultural and moral development.

3. The States Parties to the present Charter shall use their available resources with a view to achieving progressively the full convenience of the mentally and physically disabled person to movement and access to public highway buildings and other places to which the disabled may legitimately want to have access to.

Article 23 of the 2003 Maputo Protocol provides:
The States Parties undertake to: (a) ensure the protection of women with disabilities and take specific measures commensurate with their physical, economic and social needs to facilitate their access to employment, professional and vocational training as well as their participation in decision-making; (b) ensure the right of women with disabilities to freedom from violence, including sexual abuse, discrimination based on disability and the right to be treated with dignity.

Article 24 of the Youth Charter provides that:

1. State Parties recognise the right of mentally and physically challenged youth to special care and shall ensure that they have equal and effective access to education, training, health care services, employment, sport, physical education and cultural and recreational activities.

2. State Parties shall work towards eliminating any obstacles that may have negative implications for the full integration of mentally and physically challenged youth into society including the provision of appropriate infrastructure and services to facilitate easy mobility.

Article 8 of the Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance (Democracy Charter) provides that:
1. State Parties shall eliminate all forms of discrimination especially those based on political opinion, gender, ethnic, religious and racial grounds as well as any other form of intolerance.
2. State Parties shall adopt legislative and administrative measures to guarantee the rights of women, ethnic minorities, migrants, people with disabilities, refugees and displaced persons and other marginalized and vulnerable social groups.

Article 31 of the Democracy Charter states:

1. State parties shall promote participation of social groups with special needs, including the Youth and people with disabilities, in the governance process.
2. State parties shall ensure systematic and comprehensive civic education in order to encourage full participation of social groups with special needs in democracy and development processes.

Article 43 states:
1. State Parties shall endeavour to provide free and compulsory basic education to all, especially girls, rural inhabitants, minorities, people with disabilities and other marginalized social groups.
2. In addition, State Parties shall ensure the literacy of citizens above compulsory school age, particularly women, rural inhabitants, minorities, people with disabilities, and other marginalized social groups.

Article 9 of the 2009 African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (Kampala Convention) states:

2. States Parties shall: a. Take necessary measures to ensure that internally displaced persons are received, without discrimination of any kind and live in satisfactory conditions of safety, dignity and security; ... c. Provide special protection for and assistance to internally displaced persons with special needs, including separated and unaccompanied children, female heads of households, expectant mothers, mothers with young children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities or with communicable diseases ...’

Article 4 of the Protocol on the Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced Persons states:
1. Member states undertake to: d.
Provide special protection for women, children, the vulnerable and displaced persons with disabilities. ... f.
Ensure the safe location of internally displaced persons, in satisfactory conditions of dignity, hygiene, water, food and shelter, away from areas of armed conflict and danger and having regard to the special needs of woman, children, the vulnerable, and persons with disabilities.

Principle 4 of the Protocol
 states:
1. These Principles shall be applied without discrimination of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, legal or social status, age, disability, property, birth, or on any other similar criteria.
2. Certain internally displaced persons, such as children, especially unaccompanied minors, expectant mothers, mothers with young children, female heads of household, persons with disabilities and elderly persons, shall be entitled to protection and assistance required by their condition and to treatment which takes into account their special needs.

Principle 19 states:
1. All wounded and sick internally displaced persons as well as those with disabilities shall receive to the fullest extent practicable and with the least possible delay, the medical care and attention they require, without distinction on any grounds other than medical ones. When necessary, internally displaced persons shall have access to psychological and social services.
The African Commission

The African Commission is the seminal human rights body in Africa. Its functions include ensuring the protection of human and peoples’ rights in Africa (Article 45, 2 of the ACHPR). While fulfilling its mandate, the African Commission has heard at least one case focusing on the rights of disabled persons.

In the Purohit and Moore v. Gambia Case, Communication No. 241/200 of 2003, the applicants alleged that Gambia’s Lunatics Detention Act failed, among other things, to provide for the review of or appeal against orders of detention or remedies for erroneous detentions for patients suspected of being insane during their diagnosis, certification and detention: this, contrary to Article 16 (on the best attainable state of physical and mental health) and Article 18, 4 (on the rights of the disabled to special measures of protection in keeping with their physical and moral needs) of the Banjul Charter. The African Commission determined that indeed Gambia had not complied with the requirements of Articles 16 and 18, 4. It required Gambia inter alia to replace the Lunatics Detention Act with a law compliant with the Banjul Charter and international standards for the protection of mentally ill or disabled persons; and to provide adequate medical and material care for persons suffering from mental health problems.

Critique
Article 2 of the CRPD establishes eight principles which guide the minimum standards of relevance in ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities. These principles are:

‘(a) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and independence of persons;

‘(b) Non-discrimination;

‘(c) Full and effective participation and inclusion in society; 
‘(d) Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity; 
‘(e) Equality of opportunity; 
‘(f) Accessibility; 
‘(g) Equality between men and women; 
‘(h) Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities.’

The above-cited African human rights instruments fall short of the minimum standards for ensuring the rights of persons with disabilities which are established in the CRPD. First, as already noted, the African Charter which is Africa’s seminal human rights instrument does not include specifically persons with disabilities in its anti-discrimination provisions; and this instead has to be read into the Charter. People with disabilities have far too often been excluded by not being mentioned, a matter of some significance particularly where other key groups liable or vulnerable to discrimination are mentioned.

Second, a notable paradox is the fact that while these instruments establish human rights, their treatment of the subject of disability includes a noticeable dose of the charity model of disability. The charity model anticipates that persons with disabilities have ‘needs’ as distinct from ‘rights’. Again, for example, while ‘special measures of protection’ cannot be discounted as essential to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, Africa’s rights instruments emphasise protection measures almost to the exclusion of the inherence of rights for disabled persons and their promotion.
Third, Article 18 (4) of the African Charter establishes an unfortunate restrictive inference when it treats older persons and persons with disabilities in one breath: the impression is thereby given that disability and age have a close and necessary nexus and it becomes more difficult for Africa’s policy-makers and implementers not to assume that similar approaches necessarily should be deployed to ensure the rights of the aged and the disabled.

Fourth, the language employed in Africa’s human rights instruments tends to fall short of the minimum standards established in the CRPD. For example, the African Youth Charter makes reference to ‘physically and mentally challenged youth’, thereby employing a euphemism – ‘challenged’ – which is not appropriate from a human rights approach to disability where a disabled person’s ‘problem’ is located in society rather than in the individual.

Fifth, the danger that preparing a specific disability rights instrument may simply result in duplication can be overstated. Writing about the Maputo Protocol’s limited disability specific provisions in Article 23, Waxman notes:

‘Given that the main focus of the African Women’s Protocol is on women in general, broadening specific provisions on women with disabilities would enhance the chance of their protection against double discrimination. Even though the multiplication of several articles on the same issue may lead to repetition of other articles, it is important to underline areas of concern for women with disabilities if substantive equality is to be achieved.’

Section III: Drawing from Contributions by African States during Negotiations of the CRPD

Background

The CRPD was drafted by the Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities, which was a committee of the United Nations General Assembly. Its membership was open to all United Nations member States and observers. Representatives from non-governmental organisations (NGOs) accredited to the Ad Hoc Committee and NHRIs also participated in meetings and made statements.

The Ad Hoc Committee held eight sessions. At its first two sessions in 2002 and 2003, the Committee considered the possibility of drafting an international instrument on the rights of persons with disabilities, and discussed the type of instrument and possible elements to be included. At its second session, the Ad Hoc Committee established a working group to prepare a draft text of a convention. The Working Group, composed of government, NHRI and NGO representatives, met in January 2004 and drafted a text for negotiation. At its third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth sessions, the Ad Hoc Committee continued negotiations. The Convention text was finalised by the Ad Hoc Committee on 26 August 2006.

African government delegations, NHRIs and civil society, were actively involved in the drafting process.
 Since then, at least 26 African states have ratified the Convention. With the exception of Egypt and Mauritius, African states ratified the Convention without reservations. 

Contributions of Note from African States
Information used for this part of the report is drawn from the positions articulated by African States at the Ad Hoc Committee.

Multiple discrimination (Kenya, South Africa)

· The living conditions of persons with disabilities in under-developed countries mean that they are often marginalised at multiple levels, including gender, race, age, HIV/AIDS and ethnicity. Taking the example of HIV/AIDS, it is important to consider and recognise that HIV/AIDS impacts negatively on disabled persons in all spheres of life. This is exacerbated by the fact that issues of sexuality are not often openly discussed in Africa; and that persons with disabilities are more likely to suffer rape and maiming in situations of armed conflict especially given the assumption that disabled persons are less likely to be infected with HIV. 
The interaction between poverty and disability (South Africa, Kenya)

· It is important to address poverty eradication as both a means to prevent disability and to provide effective redress to persons with disabilities. 
· Any meaningful initiatives to address the needs and problems of persons with disabilities must of necessity consider how to equitably allocate economic resources in order to increase the economic means and capacity of disabled persons. It is important to provide for persons with disabilities to have an equal share in the improvements in the living conditions resulting from economic and social development.
Cultural practices (Uganda, Sierra Leone)

· Measures are required to combat cultural and /or religious practices which discriminate against persons with disabilities. 

· Measures to ensure that children with disabilities achieve the fullest possible social integration and individual development should include steps towards the cultural and spiritual development of the child. 
· An attempt to introduce provisions protecting disabled persons from religious exploitation (Kenya) failed.
Families and caretakers (Uganda, Kenya, Cameroon)

· Families of persons with disabilities must specifically be targeted during awareness raising campaigns. The need to work with families of persons with disabilities in underdeveloped countries cannot be emphasized enough, as the majority of disabled persons in these countries live at home, rather than in institutions. Further, in developing countries, there are disabled individuals’ whose voices will be cut out if the role played by their families is not emphasised enough.

· It is necessary to ensure that parents of children with disabilities access information, referrals and counselling. 

· There is need to render appropriate assistance and support to parents and families of children with disabilities to enable their children live with them. The state should provide assistance to cover disability related expenses. This is particularly so for families with persons with multiple or severe disabilities. This could take the form of social provisioning.
Abduction (Uganda)

· Persons with certain types of disabilities in Africa are subjected to (and should specifically be protected from) forced interventions, including abduction, often followed by forced institutionalisation aimed at correcting, improving or alleviating any actual or perceived impairment.    
Forced abortion (Uganda)

· The right of persons with disabilities to make choices over their own bodies is often limited. This tends to result not only in forced sterilisation, but also in forced abortions, from which women with disabilities should be specifically protected against.
National Sign Language (Uganda)

· Many countries do not recognise Sign Language; or make the necessary effort to develop national Sign Language. This has a negative impact on the lives of deaf people. 
Children with disabilities (Sierra Leone)

· It is important to provide and extend as far as possible free of charge appropriate early comprehensive services to children as well as their parents and others caring for children. The provision and extension of these services should be designed to ensure that a child with disability has effective access to, inter alia, education, training and recreational activity at minimal cost.

· The issue of raising awareness on disability among children is a concern (South Africa). There is need to develop and maintain programs on awareness focusing on children who can be very cruel especially in interactions with children with disabilities. 
International cooperation (Kenya, Sierra Leone, Morocco, South Africa, Mali)

· One of the key concerns raised by African states during the CRPD negotiations was the need to ensure that disabled persons without any discrimination have the opportunity to represent their governments and to participate in the work of international organisations.

· Further, African states were keen on both north- to –South and South to South cooperation.

· Another issue raised was the need to encourage the exchange of experiences among states in technology, and in training on various issues such as mobility skills.
Affordability of assistive technology (Sierra Leone, Morocco)

· It is important to facilitate access by persons with disabilities to mobility aids, devices, assistive technologies and forms of live assistance and intermediaries including by making them available at affordable cost. Private entities should be encouraged to undertake and promote research, development, and production of new mobility aids, devices and assistive technologies.

· Taxes on technology tend to be very high, which in turn impacts on access to assistive technology. African states must come up with a formula on taxation of assistive technology that promotes affordability.
Renovation/ remodelling (The African Group)

· Buildings in Africa, including recently constructed buildings, tend not to be accessible to disabled persons. While there is need to emphasize universal design for upcoming constructions, it is necessary to address the issue of existing buildings. Indeed it may be necessary to remodel/renovate public buildings/buildings for public use/private buildings for public use to make them accessible to persons with disabilities.

· There is also need to develop and remodel public transportation facilities, communications and services including electronic services.
Protection of persons with disabilities as service providers (South Africa, Namibia)

· It is important to support facilities owned or managed by persons with disabilities.
Rehabilitation for persons with disabilities under confinement (Uganda)

· When persons with disabilities are lawfully deprived of liberty, measures should be taken to ensure that they receive rehabilitation while under confinement. The state of prisons in Africa tends to be deplorable, and hence if there is no provision for the specific needs of prisoners with disabilities, they will be acutely disadvantaged.  
Community based rehabilitation (Namibia)

· States should provide rehabilitation services within the community based on the principles of community based rehabilitation.

Section IV: Draft List of Themes for Inclusion in the Disability Protocol

This section lists the themes/issues which are proposed for inclusion in the Disability Protocol. This list is drawn from the various sources which this paper has highlighted – continental norms, the CRPD, and the negotiations leading to the CRPD. This list has also benefited from the ongoing initiative at the AU level to develop the Continental Plan of Action of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities (2010-2019).
The Draft List

· Title: Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa

· Preamble – to include:

· Overall context of the situation of persons with disabilities in Africa

· Their context of rights

· African and global actions towards this end
· Relationship between poverty and disability

· Definitions – to include:

· ‘person with disability’ (using inclusive language)

· Reasonable accommodation

· Is there need to define ‘severe disability’? 
· General Obligations – including:

· Obligations to respect, protect and fulfil

· Taking special measures to alleviate poverty common to persons with disabilities

· Commitment to ensure assistive devices are affordable

· Equality and Non-discrimination – to include:

· Principle of equality before and under the law
· Prohibition of discrimination on the basis of disability
· Principle of reasonable accommodation

· Recognition that persons with disabilities are subject to multiple discrimination on account of their age, gender ... and they shall not be discriminated on the basis of their differences ... and that the State shall take measures to ensure that such persons with disabilities exercise their rights on an equal basis with others despite their differences
· Legal capacity

· Liberty and security of person

· Right to life and human dignity (or security of the person)

· Reaffirmation of right to life (as more than mere existence)
· Right to access facilities/aides which enable the right to life

· Specific focus to be had for persons whose disabilities make them particularly vulnerable to lose their lives (persons with albinism, those with intellectual or psychosocial or severe disabilities)

· Protection from cruel punishment or ill-treatment

· Protection from exploitation, violence and abuse

· Access to justice – to include:

· access to justice, liberty and security of person

· That justice systems and institutions of justice are accessible

· Elimination of harmful practices (whether arising from culture, religion, etc)

· Awareness-raising

· Statistics and data collection

· Right to education – to include:

· that programmes be put in place on a progressive basis to ensure every child with disability has an inclusive education
· Right to best attainable state of physical and mental health – including focus on:

· Reproductive health

· Protection from forced steralisation (right to retain fertility)

· HIV/AIDS

· Rehabilitation and habilitation

· Right to work and employment

· Adequate standard of living and social protection

· Sports, recreation and culture

· Effective and full participation of persons with disabilities in public and political life

· Women with disabilities

· Children with disabilities

· Living independently and being included in the community - including:

· Equal right to live in the community
· Accessibility

· Personal mobility
· Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information

· Different communication modes (Sign Language etc)

· Respect for privacy

· Respect for home and family

· Regional cooperation - including:

· Commitment by States Parties to cooperate with each other and to offer technical support

· But that regional cooperation shall not be a justification for non implementation of the Protocol

· Implementation and monitoring

· Remedies

· Interpretation of Protocol – stating that the provisions in the Protocol shall not apply to the extent that a State Party is already enforcing measures of a higher standard than those provided for in the Protocol
· Signature, ratification and accession
Section V: Conclusion
This concept paper has identified areas which should be included in the Disability Protocol. Additions or subtractions to these areas may be made by the Working Group and stakeholders in the disability sector. Now that Africa has resolved to legislate a Disability Protocol, it is incumbent that that new instrument is written in a way which adds value to the regional and international commitments which already bind African states. The one final point that must be made is this one: human rights are not exclusive to any one body of international or national law. Consequently, this list does not purport to be novel to Africa. Rather, drafting these issues into a Protocol would require careful characterization to ensure that Africa’s peculiar rights situations and circumstances are captured.
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Report of the third session, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc3reporte.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc3reporte.htm�


Daily summary of discussions, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc3summary.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc3summary.htm�


Report of the fourth session, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc4reporte.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc4reporte.htm�


Daily summary of discussions, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc4summary.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc4summary.htm�


Report of the fifth session, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc5reporte.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc5reporte.htm�


Daily summary of discussions, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc5summary.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc5summary.htm�


6th Session, Daily summary of discussions, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc6summary.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc6summary.htm�


7th Session, Daily summary of discussions, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc7summary.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc7summary.htm�


Revisions and amendments at the eighth session, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc8revamend.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/ahc8revamend.htm�
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